Web Sites for Sustainable Design and Construction

Planning Sustainable Buildings

U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)

http://www.usgbc.org/home.htm
· Covers all areas of sustainable design, USDOE and EPA sponsored

· Current USGBC activities

· Information on LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) criteria for sustainable buildings

· Portions of web site accessible to members only

Guiding Principles of Sustainable Design for National Parks Services

http://www.nps.gov/dsc/dsgncnstr/gpsd/toc.html
· Covers all areas of sustainable design, an on line guidebook

· Principle sustainable building requirements organized into 10 chapters

· Written in response to the National Park Services Sustainable Design Initiative

E Design News

http://sustainable.state.fl.us/fdi/edesign/index.html
· Promotes energy-efficiency in design practices and planning, developed by the Florida Design Initiative with support from the Florida Energy Office and the U.S. DOE

· News: lists accessible, interviews, projects, events on green design, sustainable development, building commissioning etc.

· List of sustainability web sites, with summaries

· Lists reviews on related books and web sites

· Forum: allows opportunity to voice and receive opinions on related topics

· Resources: provides access to materials that support issues of interest to e design users

· Links to sustainable design sites

Sustainable Business

http://www.sustainablebusiness.com/
· Library Links

· Business opportunities: resources for green businesses

· New Briefs

· New Resources

· U.S. directory of sustainable energy companies

· Calculate pollution saved when renewable energy is used

· Guide to financing solar energy systems published by NREL

Improving Energy Efficiency

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

Network (EREN)

http://www.eren.doe.gov/
· Energy efficiency and renewable energy information

· Energy saving tips for small business, consumers etc.

· Links to large lists of energy saving information sources, including current projects and reports

· Ability to ask an energy expert questions

· Frequently updated

National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)

http://www.nrel.gov/
· Research and Technology information

· News Releases and Events: information on workshops for renewable energy systems, conferences, awards

· Data and Documents

· Renewable resource data center

· On line digital photo library

· NREL publications: search for all NREL produced documents

· Clean Energy 101

· Energy technologies involving water, sun, plants, and the earth’s heat

· Energy solutions for state and local governments and consumers

· National/International Initiatives

· Support for federal, state, local, and international programs through NREL, contacts provided

· Links to state and local resources, plus other relevant organizations

GeoExchange

http://www.geoexchange.org/
· The Geothermal Heating Pump Consortium (GHPC) web site, USDOE and member sponsored

· GeoExchange Manufacturers: list of contacts for geothermal heating and cooling system information

http://www.geoexchange.org/public/mfg-list.htm
· Industry Links: utilities, national organizations, and GHP manufacturers

http://www.geoexchange.org/public/segment/commercial.htm
· Case Studies: commercial, federal, institutional, scholastic etc.
(More Sustainable Web Sites)

Conserving Materials and Resources

King County enCompass

http://www.metrokc.gov/market/map/index.htm
· Case studies of Puget Sound area buildings using recycled materials

· Sample specifications

· Information on recycled-content products

· Links to other related web sites

County Recycling Coordinator Contacts

http://www.wa.gov/ecology/swfa/recycon.htm
· Names, addresses, phone and fax numbers of local recycling and waste management coordinators organized in alphabetical order by county

· Part of Department of Ecology web site

· Contacts may provide information and/or local contacts for demolition and construction waste recycling

Enhancing Indoor Environmental Quality

EPA Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)

http://www.epa.gov/iaq/
· IAQ in Buildings

· EPA Building Air Quality Guidebook online, for building owners and facility managers

· IAQ in Schools

· Basics for Schools

· Why IAQ is important to schools

· HVAC system design and operation: table of sources and pollutants

· Explanations of the six basic control strategies

· Tools for Schools Action Kit information

http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/tools4s2.html
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE)

http://www.ashrae.org/
· ASHRAE Guidelines: ASHRAE Standards 1-169, including purposes and scopes

· Current ventilation and acceptable IAQ in commercial, institutional and high-rise residential buildings

· Interpretations of standards

· Online Bookstore

· Document download

· Order ASHRAE Standards
Safeguarding Water

Seattle Public Utilities (SPU): Conservation and Environment

http://www.ci.seattle.wa.us/util/RESCONS/default.htm
· Technical Assistance and Financial Incentives

· Water efficient Irrigation

· How to tell if a system is wasting water

· Additional web links to other irrigation information

· Water Smart Technology

· 4 examples of water conservation success in buildings and markets

· Water conservation in commercial buildings, suggestions for cafeterias, landscapes and increasing employee awareness

· Contacts

· Water Efficient Toilets

· Commercial customers get rebates for water-saving toilets

· Guide to shopping for water saving toilets, descriptions of many toilet types

· Community, Education and Volunteer Opportunities

· Surface Water Quality

· Seattle watershed maps, updated

· Ideas on how to reduce waste, as well as identify and dispose of hazardous waste

· Sustainable Building

On Line Sustainable Periodicals

“Environmental Design & Construction” Magazine

http://www.edcmag.com/index.html
· Current newsletter

· Green building resources, products and services

· Archives from 1992-1999

· Search mechanism for information in newsletter articles
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